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have been dead; Pcrdita was thought to be dead, as was
K'rdinar.d. These two myths, essentially one In idea, arc again
fused with a third, namely, that of the recovery of a lest royalty,
Pericles is compelled to relinquish his throne, but later return1';
the 5ons of Cymbclinc live as wild huntsmen, but finally are
restored to royal estate; Posthumous too in a measure fes in
here, for he was of noble descent, at one time favourite of
the court, is banished, and returns to Imogen; Pcrdita lives
as a shepherdess; Prospero and Miranda are outcasts from a
kingdom but are finally restored. This again, it will be seen,
runs into the former mythical elements and becomes an integral
part of it. Again, there is a fourth element, namely, that of
the seeking of what is lost by a royal personage; if what is
lost be royal, a royal person seeks it out, or is at least instru-
mental in its recovery. Thus, in Pericksy Pericles is brought
back through the agency of Helicanus who has refused the
princedom of Tyre in the absence of Pericles; Marina is restored
to Pericles largely through the help of Lysimachus, the governor
of Mytilcnej Posthumous is sought by Imogen, and it is she
who falls in with Belarius and the sons of Cymbeline; Perdita
is sought out by Florizel and Miranda wooed by Ferdinand*
Between these pairs are ties of strongest attachment, even
when, as in the case of Imogen and her brothers, they are
ignorant of each other's identity; and Lysimachus finally
marries Marina, Florizel Perdita, and Ferdinand Miranda.
The mythical situation is however not yet fully described.
There is constant repetition of situations in which a lost person
is placed in a position of peculiar helplessness. Marina is
born at sea and, her mother dead, is parted from her father;
the sons of Cymbeline are stolen as small children, and no
mention is made throughout the play of their mother; Posthu-
mous' name is significant; Perdita is carried away and exposed,
and her mother is powerless in prison; Miranda, motherless,
is also exposed to the greatest danger. Such is their condition
as little children; and on growing up further grave dangers
await them. In Pericles Marina's life is threatened by Dionyza,